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Indiana School for the Deaf 
School Board Meeting 

 

November 14, 2017 

  5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Alumni Building, Media Center 

 

 

Minutes 
 

 

Voting Members Absent:    Non-Voting Members Absent: 

  P. J. McGrew 

 

Voting Members Present:  Non-Voting Members Present: 

Kelly DiBenedetto, Chairperson  Rep. Ed Clere 

Dr. Ray Furner  Traci Tetrick 

Andy Leffler 

Terri Miller  ISD Staff: 

Ann Reifel, Vice Chairperson  Superintendent Dr. Geeslin 

Amy Waggoner 

Lucy Witte (arrived late)    

   

    

    

I. Call to Order:  Chairperson DiBenedetto convened the meeting at 5:00 p.m., noting that 

requirements for a quorum were met. 

 

II. Approval of minutes:  Motion by Ms. Reifel, second by Mr. Leffler, to amend the 

Operations report to read “new mulch” and accept the October 17, 2017 minutes as printed.  

Motion passed.   

 

III. Chairperson’s Remarks:   Chairperson DiBenedetto reminded the board of the importance 

of conducting the meeting in a bilingual / bicultural format.  Only one person will 

communicate at a time and are asked to raise their hand to be recognized before speaking to 

ensure that all communities are fully informed of today's proceedings.  

 

When representatives from Storrow and Kinsella arrive, their presentation on Simpson Hall 

presentation will be moved up on the agenda. Chairperson DiBenedetto asked Superintendent 
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Geeslin to proceed with his report until they arrive. 

 

IV. Superintendent’s Report:   

• Requested a vote on the 2018-2019 school calendar. The calendar follows 

Washington Township schools and Indiana School for the Blind & Visually 

Impaired (ISBVI) calendars. There has not been any feedback from the public 

schools. Motion by Mr. Furner, second by Ms. Waggoner to accept the printed 

calendar. Motion carried. 

• Requested a vote on the new background check policy for staff. This is the same 

policy that ISBVI adopted.  Motion by Vice-Chairperson Reifel, second by Mr. 

Leffler to accept the policy as written. Motion passed. 

• Requested a vote on the Wellness and Nutrition policy for ISD. This is the same 

policy that ISBVI adopted.  Motion by Vice-Chairperson Reifel, second by Ms. 

Waggoner to accept the policy as written.  Motion passed. 

• Requested a vote on the Chief Executive Officer evaluation policy.  This is the 

same policy that ISBVI adopted. Motion by Vice-Chairperson Reifel, second by 

Chairperson DiBenedetto to accept the policy as written.  Motion passed. 

• Provided background information on the Visual Communication System (VCS) to 

the Board. There are many warning systems on campus, but the VCS would also 

serve as a schoolwide Public Broadcast System. Other options were shared by the 

Board to substitute the purchase of the VCS.  

• Shared ISD’s organization chart with the Board members. Copies will be emailed 

to each member. 

• Jeremy Hawk, CFO, is out ill and will provide his in-depth Financial Report at the 

January 2018 meeting. 

 

A. 1. Student Life Division – Matthew Krueger, Student Life Director  

• Division report – no questions from the Board 

 

2. Operations Division Report – Carl Brown, Chief Operating Officer 

• Division report – no questions from the Board 

 

3. Financial Report – Jeremy Hawk, Chief Financial Officer 

• Division report – no questions from the Board 

 

4. Education Report – Kim Kause, Director of Instruction 

• Division report: no questions from the Board 

 

V. Old Business:  None  
 

VI. New Business:   

A. Update on Simpson Hall –  

1. Presentation (including handouts) by Meg Storrow with Storrow Kinsella. Firm was 

tasked to research Simpson Hall, analyze / understand the issues, optimize ways to 

solve the problem of circulation and land uses, determine what would be an ideal 

circulation system, and then explore possible adaptive reuse options for Simpson 

Hall.  The RFI, with the Indiana Department of Administration, should be released so 
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everyone can determine if there is any interest.  This would help the State make their 

decision.  The firm was not tasked with finding a new use for Simpson Hall, but to 

report to the Board research and the working group’s desire. Motion by Vice-

Chairperson Reifel to ask the Indiana Department of Administration to release the 

RFI, second by Ms. Miller.  Motion carried. 

 

Rep. Clere – Recommended the Governor’s office and IDOA be afforded the 

opportunity to hear the same information presented to the Board today. He will 

facilitate establishing a date/time and was asked to be sure to include other Board 

members from the Deaf community.   

 

Chairperson DiBenedetto asked for a Board vote to approve the proposed new bus 

circulation route to be included in the RFI. Motion by Ms. Witte, second by Vice 

Chairperson Ms. Reifel. Motion carried. 

 

VII. Public comments:  None 

 

VIII. Board comments:  

1. Chairperson DiBenedetto – recognized Superintendent Geeslin and his wife hosting the 

elementary dorm students at their home on Halloween.  Chairperson DiBenedetto 

challenged ISD Administration to monthly acknowledge/recognize an ISD staff member 

who has gone above and beyond. Possibly invite them to a Board meeting or provide a 

brief overview to the Board. 

 

IX. Next meeting: January 16, 2018 at 5:00p.m. in the Alumni Building, Media Center 

 

X. Adjournment:  Motion by Chairperson Ms. DiBenedetto, second by Vice-Chairperson Ms. 

Reifel to adjourn, Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 

 

 


