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Minutes  

 

 

 

Voting Members Absent:    Non-Voting Members Absent: 

Kelly DiBenedetto, Chairperson  Rep. Ed Clere 

Terri Miller    P. J. McGrew 

    Traci Tetrick 

 

Voting Members Present:  Non-Voting Members Present: 

Dr. Ray Furner    

Andy Leffler 

Ann Reifel, Vice Chairperson  ISD Staff: 

Amy Waggoner  Superintendent Dr. Geeslin 

Lucy Witte 

 

    

I. Call to Order:  Vice-Chairperson Reifel convened the meeting at 4:59 p.m., noting that a 

quorum was met.   

 

II. Approval of minutes:  Vice-Chairperson Reifel asked for a correction on page 4, motion to 

adjourn was Chairperson DiBenedetto (not Waggoner).  Motion by Lucy Witte, second by 

Dr. Furner to accept the February 20, 2018 minutes as corrected.  Motion passed.   

 

III. Chairperson’s Remarks:   Vice-Chairperson Reifel shared that Chairperson DiBenedetto is 

stuck in traffic and will not be able to attend the Board meeting.  Vice-Chairperson Reifel 

reminded the board of the importance of conducting the meeting in a bilingual / bicultural 

format.  Only one person will communicate at a time and are asked to raise their hand to be 

recognized before speaking to ensure that all communities are fully informed of today's 

proceedings.  
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IV. Superintendent’s Report:   

• Recognized ISD’s students who won at Gallaudet University’s ASL National 

Literacy competition for middle school students. The students introduced 

themselves, providing their grade, what was their theme/topic, type of 

presentation and what position they placed. ISD teachers and parents were also 

recognized.  

➢ Mr. Furner suggested sharing this success with the local news media. 

• ISD will downsize the Visual Communication System request. ISD will research 

upgrading the software of the current messaging system. 

• Attended the Education and Advocacy Conference in Washington, DC with 7 

students and 2 teachers. During the conference the students also visited 

congressional legislators (Representative Carson along with Senators Donnelly 

and Young) and toured Gallaudet University. 

• On March 14 ISD students gathered in the auditorium and honored the students 

from the Florida school shooting with 17 seconds of silence for each student.  

• Carl Brown has accepted a position with the Department of Administration. Carl 

will be missed. Jeremy Hawk will serve as Interim Chief Operating Officer until 

someone is hired, hopefully soon. 

 

A. 1. Student Life Division – Matthew Krueger, Student Life Director  

• Division report – no questions from the Board 

 

2. Operations Division Report – Jeremy Hawk, Interim Chief Operating Officer 

• Division report – no questions from the Board 

 

3. Financial Report – Jeremy Hawk, Chief Financial Officer 

• Division report – no questions from the Board. ISD is on track for this fiscal 

year. 

 

4. Education Report – Kim Kause, Director of Instruction 

• Division report: no questions from the Board 

Q. How are students doing this year compared to last year? 

A. We feel optimistic and will know when testing results are received. ISD 

is investing a lot of time in instructional time, testing environments, and 

providing accommodations for the students. 

Q. Will the number of students graduating with diplomas increase this year? 

A. ISD staff explained to this years’ seniors, on the certificate track, that to 

obtain a general diploma they would need to return for 2 more years to 

make up classes they missed. They declined. ISD encourages students to 

obtain their general diploma. All students, after this year’s senior class, 

will remain on the general diploma/core 40 track. There are a few 

students coming from other schools that are currently on the certificate 

track who are in transition. The goal is the Certificate of Completion will 

be given only to students with cognitive disabilities. 
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V. Old Business:   

A. Student suicide awareness and prevention – vote tabled  

B. Use of seclusion and restraint with students – vote tabled 
 

VI. New Business:   

A. Action Plan Update – Kim Kause, Director of Instruction 

Provided an update on ISD’s IEP process. This year is focused on collecting information. 

A Task Force has been established which is reviewing past and current processes and 

determining the path to take. Several professional learning community sessions are 

devoted to writing IEP goals, submitting goals on time for cases conferences and a 

smooth IEP process.  Out of two quarters, IEP improvement goals last year were 75%, 

this year ISD is at 85% improvement.  

B. Travel – Superintendent Geeslin 

1) ISD Procedure: Staff submit a travel request via the Travel Request form to their 

immediate supervisor who in turn submits it (if approved) to the Division Director for 

approval. It is then submitted to the Superintendent for approval/denial. The ISD 

Travel Coordinator follows the travel regulations established by the Ind. Dept. of 

Administration. 

2) Travel expenses are usually paid by state funds allocated to ISD, unless indicated on 

the Travel Request form that they will be paid by other funding sources (Title II, 

outside entities, etc.) 
 

VII. Public comments:   

• Mark Dollase 

• Meg Storrow 

 

VIII. Board comments:   

A. Mr. Leffler – Shared with the Board he presented to a high school class his knowledge of 

World War II history and paraphernalia (helmets, etc.). He was very impressed with the 

students’ behavior. It was a wonderful experience interacting with the teachers and 

students.  

B. Vice-Chairperson Reifel – Suggested/recommended a “School Board Day/Half-Day at 

ISD”. The Board could spend a day/half-day at ISD (visiting classes, having lunch with 

the students, be involved in the day’s activities) to help them understand the Board’s 

position and function.  

 

IX. Next meeting: April 17, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. in the Alumni Building, Media Center 

 

X. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned by Vice-Chairperson Reifel at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 


